
Tantárgy neve: Historical 
Approach in Research of State and 
Public Administration 
 
  

Kódja: KDRIDK313 Kreditszáma: 3 

A tanóra típusa1: ea. / szem. / gyak. / konz. és száma: előadás (10 óra nappali tagozat; 5 óra 
levelező tagozat) 

A számonkérés módja (koll. / gyj. / egyéb2): submitting a paper presenting the historical research 
method of the personal PhD research area 

A tantárgy tantervi helye (hányadik félév):  

Előtanulmányi feltételek (ha vannak): - 

Course description:  
 
Knowledge  
 
On the basis of the related literature the course aims to overview  

1. Historical overview of forms of state and governance in European comparative context. 

I. – Establishment of state, patrimonial type of ruling a state. Power of the ruler, 

establishment and types of central and territorial state administration. Source types of 

the era. 

2. Historical overview of forms of state and governance in European comparative context. 

II.– Forms and characteristics of the feudal state, changes in the ruler’s power, the 

dissolution of the king’s exclusive ownership, the feudal bond and its impact on the 

central and territorial administrative system. Source types of the era. 

3. Historical overview of forms of state and governance in European comparative context. 

III. – The absolutistic state, development of the state bureaucracy. Central and territorial 

administration of the early modern states’ in Europe. Source types of the era. 

4. Historical overview of forms of state and governance in European comparative context. 

IV. – The dissolution of feudalism, revolutions and modernization of the 19th century. 

Turning from a feudal state into a constitutional one. The modern system of central and 

territorial administration of European states. Source types of the era. 

5. Sources as basis of a historical research.  – Laws, statutes, patents and different archive 

documents. Primary and secondary literature in the historical research. Methodology of 

the archival research in public administrative history. 

 
Competencies:  
By completing this course doctoral students get prepared to do a historical research in the subject 
era chosen by them to their PhD thesis. Moreover, they get an insight into the history of the 
European states’ public administration system of the different periods of time, they will be able 
to identify the necessary sources to be researched according to each subject period and they will 
know how to perform a proper historical research.  

 
1 Ftv. 147. § tanóra: a tantervben meghatározott tanulmányi követelmények teljesítéséhez 

oktató személyes közreműködését igénylő foglalkozás (előadás, szeminárium, gyakorlat, 

konzultáció) 
2  pl. évközi beszámoló 



A 3-5 legfontosabb kötelező, illetve ajánlott irodalom (jegyzet, tankönyv) felsorolása 
bibliográfiai adatokkal (szerző, cím, kiadás adatai, oldalak, ISBN) 
 

Course materials: 
 
Compulsory materials: 

1. Norman Davies: Europe: A History. Random House, 2010.  

2. John Merriman: A History of Modern Europe: From the Renaissance to the Present. W. W. 

Norton & Company; 2nd edition, 2004. 

3. Gergely András - Máthé Gábor (ed.): The Hungarian State, 1000-2000. Thoousand Years 

in Europe. Budapest, Korona, 2000. 

4. C.R. Kothari: Research Methodology: Methods and Techniques. New Age International 

Pvt Ltd Publishers; 2nd ed. edition, 2012.  

Recommended literature: 
1. Hillay Zmora: Monarchy, Aristocracy and State in Europe 1300-1800. Taylor & 

Francis, 2002 

2. Imre Lakatos: The methodology of scientific research programmes, Cambridge 

University Press, Cambridge, 1978. 

3. Robin Whittemore – Katherine Knafl: The integrative review: updated methodology In: 

JAN  - Informing Practice and Policy Worldwide through Research and Scholarship. 

Volume 52, Issue 5, pp. 546-553. 

Tantárgy felelőse (név, beosztás, tud. fokozat): Dr. Zsuzsanna Peres, PhD, associate professor 

Tantárgy oktatásába bevont oktató(k), ha vannak (név, beosztás, tud. fokozat) 
- 

  

 

 


